The hypothesis that return of spontaneous circulation (ROSC) required therapy directed at raising arterial pressure was supported by the associations between aortic pressure and the aortic-to-right atrial pressure difference and ROSC (2) . These associations, however, should not be mistaken for actual vital organ blood flow. Although an arterial-tovenous pressure gradient may be necessary for perfusion, it may not be sufficient. If, for instance, there is insurmountable resistance in the circuit between the arterial and venous systems, the arterial pressure head may be insufficient for actual blood flow.
If a simplified equation predictive of blood flow
includes the aortic-to-right atrial pressure in its numerator, some measure of resistance belongs in the denominator. This is not a new insight. Toward the end of the past millennium, it was common to talk about a "no- Science author instructions page. The Importance of Overcoming Resistance F E B R U A R Y 2 0 2 0 : 1 9 3 -5
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